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Dr. Dale on the other hand, a truly great preacher in another
way, was the theologian both systematic and mystical; massive-
1868-74. nesg^ cohesion, glow, were the traits that built up the impression
of him. Swarthy as fervent, he was unclerical in his cut and wore
a heavy gold chain across his waistcoat.
His thick black beard covered all indications of a tie white or other-
wise. His face, with great bulging eyes shining out from behind gold
spectacles, was framed in a circle of thick black hair which above his
forehead was brushed straight up.1
As a political orator on the platform this Nonconformist leader,
looking like a cross between a pontiff and a stockbroker, was no
longer second even to Bright. No Liberal meeting was complete
without him, and when he made his usual effective appearance,
somewhat after the proceedings had begun, welcome shook the
roof. Dawson's gospel of civic regeneration he preached with
more commanding power than the originator.
As different again, Dr. Crosskey, minister of the Church of the
Messiah, where Chamberlain attended, was a foremost Unitarian
of his day, calm and broad, pondering how to reconcile science
and faith. His defence before a Royal Commission of the prin-
ciples of the Education League against the charge of irreligion,
was one day to be the clearest, highest statement ever made on
that side; when he contended that the spiritual vitality of the
nation would have been better secured had the clergy of all sects
accepted a uniform system of common schools for secular in-
struction, and thrown themselves into the supplementary work
of religious teaching as into a mission or a crusade.
Dr. Vince, leader of the Baptists in Birmingham for many
years, though a Puritan, was no sour fanatic but sensitive and
lovable, full of sweetness and humour in manners, as of austeri-
ties in practice. These were the preachers and pastors who had
come to regard social reorganisation as an imperative of re-
ligious duty.
The laymen were not unworthy of them. Since 1867 George
Dixon, formerly Mayor, had been Bright's colleague in the re-
presentation of the town and stood for better local government
1 R. S. Kirk's "Becollections of Searchlight, Birmingham November
Chamberlain and his Times" ki the 13, 1913.